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sgw, sfrfes aad a7 |

TEEdl A QTGN g A T N A FT 999 987 § ) 9% Ay
qrfsadY &Y Y I AX F 157 W FT AL 1 gAT &, ATATG A g {7 AO04-
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1T 3H G F S THH W U OF ST faer &1 g A & v gf A
ey % faq amwwa €, TR gfT #Y awTaeT a5 § 9 @ § )

A F o A FAF T AT At A A efiw F R R AT F g X
IITe @AT I Af | | I ST Y 9T 92 A §, S 7R F fow
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qSITETT §3 | AYaT FT 9EY faeEa F1 sawasar Sy & 1 9efy vt X
TET FITIT T AL FE AT & | A9 qEor a1 7 fgdt svrw wie 1 ady
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Fex g, avl ofvare, auTS 1T ST FT FT GV I |

¢ ATOTES WE 4,
IAHIVIRT (SAEAAT ) To—4M TqAq«, FTIW {8y, Fawl,
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FQ gu Fg1 fo—fafree safes 71 fa7 v & @1 99% fawg & g@mameqan ¥
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3o FAT & A1 Fgr—amardsl qoret &1 G Aferwrr o @9 & 1 9
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Yuvacharya Shri Nathmalji—
Saint and Scientist

Vidyalankara Prof S K Ramachandra Rao
Diurector, Study of Consciousness Project
SAVSS Research Academy, Bangalore

Yuvachirya Muni-Sr1 Nathmalj rgpresents an ideal that our
culture has, for thousands of years, projected The 1deal 1nvolves strict
asceticism combined with wide learning, yearning uncompromising
austerity combined with fervent intellectual Religious life 18 invan-
ably concerned with effecting a compromise between the twin issues of
Faith and Reason The ordinary intellects hold fast to faith at the cost
of reason, while the more sophisticated folk give up faith to pursue
reason The two 1ssues appear irreconcilable  But Yuvacharya-Sri has
shown that the two can indeed be 1ntegrated, and has taught that such
integration is the need of the day

He 15 an ascetic, perfectly in accord with the strictest religious
discipline in India Commutment to a particular exposition of the
eternal truth has not been for him a mere formal adherence, nor a sort
of emotional 1solatton  Faith i his case 1s an activity, a8 movement
towards valid knowledge, and 1t provides enough scope for reason to
operate towards the production of such knowledge His approach to
the philosophical and religious problems of Jaiusm 1s by no means
coloured by the cult to which he owes allegiance  The cult has no doubt
been the guiding star of tus entire career, but his faith 1n 1t has not
stiffied reason  On the contrary, faith 1n his case has fanned the fire of
reason to blaze forth,

He 15 deeply religious at heart, and 1s a conservative m his
chosen style of Iife  His heart 1s saturated with sentiments peculiar to
Jammism But his mund 1s alert and open It restlessly explores the many
facets, frontiers and dimensions of intellectual certitude It 1s of an
mquiring turn

Muni-Sri Nathmalj’s temperament 1s truly scientific  He reveals
aneagerness to be acquamnted with the latest developments in several

sctentific disciplines, especially psychology and medicme, However, his
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approach is not that of an untutored layman, intent on picking up tid
bits of interesting information He approaches modern scientific know-
ledgeas the proverbial wise man of the East, convinced about the
correctness of his own essential position while being ready to assimilate
useful details from whatever quarter they come

This temperament has rendered him keen on orgamizing his own
body of knowledge, and 1n this he employs reason generously He 1s
inclined to take the general truths of modern science as premises for his
arguments which seek to justify and project the validity of traditional
wisdom 1n the context of modern knowledge

His reliance on reason 1s considerable, as his talks amply demon-
strate And s intellectual powers are truly marvellous But a discerning
person may readily recognize that his reason 1s netther unaided nor
arrogant It 1s judiciously restrained by his belief concerning the
superior value of intuition The ancient sages did not obtam their
wisdom 1n the impersonal and publicly accessible way that ordinary scien-
tific workers obtain theirs The method of the sages was deeply personal,
experiential and direct They did not lose sight of the essential in the
bewildering forest of technical details and modalities of expression It
18 mtuition that helped them obtain wisdom as revelations and reason
played here a mmor role Nathmaly-muni 1s convinced about the value
of such intuttion  Indeed, he has a share of 1t himself

Nathmalji-Mun can view human knowledge as a whole system
and examine its relevance to human destiny His understanding of
human nature hasa genuine ring of humamsm, and 1t 15 an outgrowth
of authentic traditional wisdom of India His misston consists in seeking
to provide a ‘scientific status’ to the ‘acknowledged truth’, and it 1s here
that his most significant contribution must be seen His talks and
writings are intellectual exercises designed to focus attention on rational
arguments and evidences  But, more importantly, his Yoga camps
(§rbira) are meant to provide practical demonstrations of ‘the acknow-
ledged truth’,

He 1s not interested 1n establishing or proving any particular
truth or doctrme  He 15 not even interested i working out the corre-
spondances that obtain between traditional Indian wisdom and modern
scientific knowledge  His chief concern 1s to create a group of indivi-
duals who have a total perspective, a perspective 1mn which faith and
reason can be complementary to each other and 1 which religion and
science are not mutually exclusive
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It is not the scientia mundana that inspires his mission, but
philosophia perennis  But he recognizes the value of science 1n evolving
the mode of philosophy that will be valid and relevant for the modern
man The significance of his work reaches beyond the confines of the
Terapanth sect to which he immediately addresses himself and over
which he has a great impact It 1s relevant to all inquirng and earnest
minds 1n the world It pleads for integrative vision and wisdom, which
prajna really means As one who has come under his influence, I pray
that the world will benefit by his inspiring presence
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A Rare Combination of Jnana & Dhyana
—Acharya Designate Shri Mahaprajna

—Ram Swaroop Soni

Some persons are born great , some achieve greatness, and there
are some who have greatness imposed upon them Terapanth religious
order 1s above these criteria  Everybody that 1s consecrated in this Order,
be 1t 2 monk or a nun, 1s born great by dint of the auspicious planets
dominating the zodiac at the time of his or her birth Everyone achieves
greatness by dint of the life of discipline that one leads Greatness 1s
imposed upon one when the Pontiff assigns him the duty to lead the
whole Order when the occasion so demands Erstwhile Muni Nathmalp,
who 18 now designated as Yuvacharya Shrt Mahaprajiia by Acharya Shri,
1s a great personality from every consideration He has been tested on
every touchstone and found to be 1009 ‘gold’

He has volumnous literature to his credit Oa the directions of
Acharya Shri, he edited all the Agamas with missionary zeal, and the
holy texts with commentaries are now available to the general reader
His works, comprnising of about more than a hundred books, cover a
wide range of topics and are replete with ample of lifelong experience
gamned through dedication and devotion to the ideals of Holy Order
They may be categorised under the following heads - (1) Agamas
(2) Adhyatma and Darsana (3) Anuvrata (4) Nitt and Sadicara (5)
Vihdra (6) Poetry and Poetic Prose (7) Yoga and Sadhanai (8) Essays
(9) Muscellaneous,

Besides this published hterature, there are innumerable articles
scattered throughout various magazines and top-ranking journals on
Jamology & Indology His forte lies in the universal appeal, discarding
the narrowness or rather bliad adherence to the ideology of any parti-
cular sect Needless to say, he 1s an original thinker par excellence, and
anything from his pen 1s reverently applauded by the classes as well as
the masses, for he 1s acknowledgedly a great thinker, erudite philosopher
and prolific, clear writer who has the gift of cashing 1n his experience

His epoch-making works “Jama Darfana Manana aura
Mimams3i”, “Jaing Nyaya ki Yikdsa,” “Ahimsa Tattva Dardana’,, and a
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dozen more are the representative works on faina Philosophy and Rels-
gion, They are the glaring examples of his eruditton and deep nsight
into Metaphysics, Logic and Psychology. He deals the subject with an
analytical mind, embarking upon the full tide of Jamma Tattva and
Pramipa-Mimamsa His book “Nayavaida Sant: aura Samanvaya ki
Patha” i1s true to its name and may serve as a royal road to world-peace
and international understanding, only if the billigerent nations just care
to listen to the wise talk of the great seer—our Yuvdcharyan Mahéréja.

An mseparable relationship exists between literature and culture
The development and decay of culture depends solely upon those of
Iiterature The modern trend of literature 1s, as it were, flowing into
uneven stream and nobody knows ito which abyss would 1t lead culture
Old values are fast deteriorating and new one$ do not seem to be taking
shape New construction 1s at a snail’s pace , decay 15 taking place by
leaps and bounds In this transitional period of our culture, Yuva-
charyap has produced a vast literature and dovetailed concrete suggestions
for the multiple evils prevalent in our social stucture His “Aguvrata
Dar§ana”, “Naittktd ki Gurutvakarsana’”, * Samasyi ka Patthara,
adhyitma ki chemi” and a dozen more of such type present a code of
conduct of uniwversal religion 1n the true sense of the term Aguvrata
1s not confined to any particular sect or mode of worship Yuvacharyap
has shown new dimensions to this movement started by Acharya Shri,
who in turn got 1t from Lord Mahavira, “Religion transcends sect and
creed, tume and place, manner of food & clothing ™

His poetical works “Asru Vina”, “Atuld Tula”, and *“Sambodhs”
testify his scholastic aptitude Whatever satnts mumble becomes a hymn,
whatever they write turns into reflections of the soul They utter and
act for self-realisation They worship for perennial bliss In the hght of
this autobiographical element 1n ““Atuld Tuld’, 1t can be deduced that
Yuvichdryap 1s an “dsu kavi” (nstant poet) who excels in ‘Samasya-
purtr’ which he has rendered 1n chaste and flawless Sanskrit, Prakrit and
Hindi on different occasions He does not want to be tested through
others’ measuring stick, he has his own measurement which others fail to
comprehend

Parassa tolim aham tuldye
Mainena annassa niyam minimi
Pasami ditthi parassa ce ham
To atthibhivo pi pa appagotthu,

—Appamivedaparh
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“Sambodhi’’ 1s his masterpiece, composed after the style of Gita
Arjun in Gitd proves to be a coward on the battle-field at Kuruksetra,
whercas Meghkumar, (son of Shremka), mm Sambodhi provesto be a4
coward on the battle-field of Sidhana Lord Krishna’s teachings dispelled
the doubts lurking in Arjun’s heart, in the same way Lord Mahavira’s
teachings enhightened the soul of Meghkumar as depicted 1n ‘Sambodht’
A lamp makes another lamp burn The light of the one enkindles the
other “Sambodhi” comprises of right knowledge, right perception and
right conduct as well Without right perception knowledge turns into
ignorance, and without right conduct knowledge and perception are
meaningless Thus Yuvacharyaj: has done a yeoman’s service by leading
us to the Kingdom of Heaven (self-emancipation), as Lord Rsabha told
his ninetyeight sons who had come to him to complain against Bharat -

Sambuyhaha kim na bujjaha, sambohi khalu pecca dullaha
No hu vanamanti raiyo, no sulabham punaravi jiviyam

[Atiain sambodhi Why are you not striving for sambodh: ?
The night once past never returns  This human existence 1s not
easy to be attained again and agamn ]

Under poetic prose, half a dozen works ‘‘Bandi sabda mukta
bhava”, “Vyaya Yatra” ‘‘Ganjate svara bahare kdna”, “Anubhava,
cintana, manana’’ etc are ripe with nature experience of an enlightened
soul This particular series 1s almost the Bible to many and at any
moment of dejection, tenston, suspense, or anxiety they may turn almost
mstinctively to 1ts pages of wisdom and draw therefrom life’s breath to
drive away despair’s hiccough and bless the guwide for the new life
vouchsafed to them His language 1s pregrant, but simple, terse and
even aphoristic His “Ocean 1n drops™ 1s packed full of such wisdom —

Handle the cord thus that no knot forms Make thy moves

thus that no quarrel ensues Comb thy hair thus that 1t does

not get entangled Form thy thoughts thus that they do not clash,
otherwise, knots tighten, wars afflict, hair gets tangled and sparks
scientillate

[ Page 31]

Tagore got the Nobel Prize for the Gitanjah Anybody would
say that Yuvicharyaj’s work 1s in no way inferior to that of the Nobel
Laureate

The philosophical treatment of the hves of the Preceptors ‘—
“Sramapa Mahavira”, Bluksu vicira darfana”, “Acirya Sri Tulsi” 18
unsurpassed 1n various ways No other writer has given a more authentic
and systematic expostion of the singular contribution of these great
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teactiers of humanity These volumes undoubtedly prove that Yuvichirya
like Acharya Shr: Tulasi 18 realist who has given new dimensions to the
tenets of Jainism as revealed by Lord Mahdvira and Achdrya Bhiksu
and Acharya Sri Tuls:

Last but not the least 1s the sphere of ‘Yoga & Sadhani’ to which
the Yuvacharyaji has applied himself wholeheartedly to arrive at reality
through personal participation in 1t and benefit the entire humanity in
the hght of his attainment—‘‘Sampikkhae-appagamappaenam > He
has evolved the technique of Preksd-Dhyana and produced a vast liter-
ature on this lost undeveloped field of Jainology His works “Mana ke
jite jita”, “Jama Yoga”, “Cetana ki Urdhvidrohana”, “Main, mera mana ,
meri §ant1” bear the eternal truth—‘‘appanasaccamesejd mettith bhiesu

kappaye”, whose single drop i1s the coordwpation of spiitualism and
hfe-philosophy  That drop, though tiny, 1s as deep and expansive as
the sea

He has gained vision which 15 not “viyoga’ of the past and the
present, it 1s ‘Yoga’ His consciousness 1s not bound to ‘you’ and ‘I’
distinction, 1t 1s free from 1t His sadhana does not worship truth, it
anatomises it He has laid down sixteen points to achieve mental peace ,
of them eight points are for personal sidhana and eight are for collective
sidhanid Thus his book ‘“Main merd , mana , meri §ant1”” 1s a boon
for those who are upset due to mental tensions

It 1s gratifying to note that a dozen of his works have been
rendered into English  Looking to the magnitude of his literature, this
number 1s very small It 1s hoped that most of his major works shall be
rendered 1into English very shortly

To conclude, let me quote from his “Vicaron ki anubandha’’ the
views of this intellectual personality on how man can reach the highest
rung of the ladder of success mn his Iife —

“A person 1s ever in quest of emancipation He does not like
strings  So 1t 1s essential for him to seek emancipation  But 1s it really
easy to get emancipation ? The medium through which 1t 1s sought, 1s
itself a bondage Intellect 1s a bondage Idea 1s a bondage. If man
does not use his intellect, he 18 no better than an animal If he does
not entertain any 1dea, he 1s static  He can neither do without intellect
nor without 1deas From advanced level we find that intellect and 1deas
are the sole factors From existence level we find that intellect and i1deas
are of no use  Genius 1s not drained when one goes from ignorance to
wisdom and from wisdom to the state transcending wisdom. Itis not
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the fallacy of thoughts to move from wmdiscretion to discretion and from
discretion to absence of discretion It 1s an expedition towards existence.
Man has reached the highest rung of the ladder of success through this
expedition »’

We hope, under Yuvacharyay’s stewardship Terapanth Realigious
Order shall reach the highest rung of the ladder of success.
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Hero as Saint

—Miss Veena Jain

A person 1s admired either by dint of the material things at his
command or the strong moral character which constitutes the backbone
of his internal advancement and which has heroic qualities. Heroes are
of many kinds A hero can be a poet, a writer, a politician, a2 king or a
man of letters, but the real hero of heroes 1s a saint

*
The combination of the qualities of hero and a Saint in one person

18 very rare but we see this rare Combination in Yuvichirya Shri
Mabhiprajfia of the Teripantha religious order

The qualities of a hero are manifold The first 15 that his mind 18
an open book He has nothing to hide under This cannot be achieved
unless he has a deep 1nsight into reality We see this quality in Yuva-
chirya Shri  Being a saint and a hero he 1s really endowed with superior
mmsight He has searched as well as experienced the truths of life He 1s
an aspirant of spiritual nobilities Whatever he has experienced 1s known
to everybody

The second quality of a hero i1s that heis deeply eamest A deep,
great and genume sincerity 1s the characteristic of a hero. Yuvachirya
Shr1 Mahaprajfia 1s deeply smcere to himself and to the eternal truths
of hfe He s very much devoted to Terapantha Sect and to Acharya Shri
Tulss With his quality of dedication and devotion he has able to go
deep 1nto the rate of meditation through Preksha-Dhyiana He reveals to
us what we ghould to do m order to lead a perfect Lfe His sincerity,
faithfulness and perseverance to attamn the cherished goal 1s a source of
mnspiration for everybody

Time 1s gone when people bowed before other human beings,
taking them as personification of God To-day if someone bows before
Achdrya Shri Tuls] or Yuvichirya Shri and pays obeisance, 1t 1s not
because they are treated as persontfication of God but because they
possess these qualities of a hero And hero 1s always worshipped

Another quality 1s that a hero has true valour and courage mm his
soul Lincoln, Napoleon, King Ashoka and others were true heroes
because they were conquerors, victorious and mughty. These qualities
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are found 1n Yuvacharya Shri also not n the sense that he has conquered
any land or people but that he 1s the conqueror of himself He has con-
quered the mnner enemies like anger, avarice and ego In this sense he 1s
a great warrior, the hero of horses This heroic quality can be found in

a saint alone

Most of the great heroes of the world divert their energies
towards the attamment of matenal things or worldly 1eputation but this
samt-hero has applied all his energtes in the Study of Agamas, in research
work and 1n meditation to lead his soul to noble heights Through his
energies he has enhghtened not only himself but the whole religious
world as well  Yuvdcharya Shri has taught that in order to extricate
humanity out of the slough of despondency and scepticism 1nto
which 1t has fallen, what 1s needed 1s real and sincere faith i a higher
spiritual power  Thus he 1s an upholder of the spiritual view of the
world 1n an age of 1ncreasing materialism and uncertamty

Besides these qualities a hero 1s not narrow and partisan The
same 1s the case with Yuvacharya Shri He 1s above sectarranism He
hasn’t developed a narrow and partisan mind Whatever truth he came
across was seen and felt intensely His views of non-sectarianism and
open-mindedness are manifest both 1n his writings and speeches He
deals with each subject not by narrowing himself 1 any particular
religion, area or time When he delivers his lectures whether in public
or Preksha Dhyina Seminars, he fascinates everybody by his magnetic

personality
In the present Scientific age, which Mathew Arnold calls as an

age of sick, hurry and divided aims, there 1s need of such a hero imbibed
with spiritual qualities Who else than a saint can guide the people n

a right way

Really Acharya Shri Tulsi 1s far-sighted 1 nomunating Maha-
prajiia as Yuvachdrya Not only Teripantha and Jain Community but
the whole of humamty also will be benefited by his santly heroic qualities
of head and heart

May our wishes bear rich fruit !
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Encyclopaedia of Jainism

!

Anekanta
Dr Nathmal Tatia

1. Introductory The concept of anekinta occupies a central
posstion m Jamna philosophy Although it 1s not possible exactly to
determine the date of its origin, there 1s no doubt that the ontology of
early Jaimsm was deeply influenced by this principle. Originally an ethical
mode of speech, being concerned with what one ought or ought not to
speak, 1t assumed an ontological role in the Ardhamigadhi Agamas,
through three stages of development, viz wvibhajyavida (the method of
apswering a question by dividing the issues), nayavida (the method of
defining the framework of reference), and syidvada (the prefixing of the
particle sydt, meaning ‘in a certamn reference’, to a preposition, indicative
of its conditional character) The anuyogadviras (doors of disquisition)
also played a vital role in this matter This ontogical orientation was
further strengthened by Umasvati, Siddhasena Divikara and Mallavidin,
and the concept was converted into a full-grown dialectic by Samanta-
bhadra with whom the classical period of the doctrine begmms The
ontological concept now acquires a logic-epistemological character, and
Jain philosophy 1s mow indentified with anekantavida (the doctrine of
non-absolutism) or syadvada (the doctrine of conditional statement) or
saptabhang: (the dialectic of sevenfold predication) Anekinta as the
negation of an absolutistic position or the rejection of a biased or trun-
cated view of things 1s found mn the Buddhist, Yoga and Nyaya schools
as well 1n various contexts A dispassionate assessment of the worth
of a philosophy from various viewpoints was the objective that the
propounders of anekinta set before themselves And their efforts n
that respect were laudable 1n that they succeeded 1n preserving some of
the most valueable non-Jaina doctrines as well as texts, selected by them
for critical comments, which were otherwise ravished from the world by
the cruel hands of destiny.

2 The Origin Jaimism primanly is an ethical discipline, and
as such all its tenets had a beginning 1n someone or other of the moral
principles upheld by 1t. Thus the assertion or denial, affirmation or
negation of a philosophical behief was to be carefully made 1n consonance
with the rules prescribed for the right way of speaking in order to avoid
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false statements or unwarranted speculations having no bearing on the
spiritual path of salvation The metaphysical speculations about the
beginning and end of the cosmos, or its eternality and non-eternality, or
the existence and non-existence of the soul before and after death, and
such other 1ssues that exercised the minds of the thinkers of those days
were not considered worth while equally by Mahavira and Buddha The
latter’s repugnance to such problems is attested by the ten avyakjtas
(indetermiminables) mentioned i the Maphima Nikaya (1l pp 107 ft,
176 ft) and the former’s in the Acaranga (18 15) and Sitra-
krtanga (II5 1-5) where such speculations are considered as
impractical and leading to laxity in motal conduct While this basic
attitude of the Buddha remained unmodified throughout his teachings,
Mahavira appears to have allowed a relaxation in coformity with his
realishc outlook in the interest of a dispassionate estimation of the
worth of those speculations and the discovery of the cause of
therr origin  Consequently whereas the followers of the Buddha were
mterested more i the repudiation of the current antipodal doctrines
than 1n their proper appreciation, the followers of Mahavira devoted
their energies to a proper evaluation of these concepts with a view to
finding out 4 solution of those contradictory views This led to the
ongin of the madhyama pratipat (the middle path which eschewed
both the antithetical alternatives) of the Buddhusts on the one hand, and
the philosophy of anekanta (non-absolutism which attempted at synthe-
sizing those alternatives into a comprehemsive notion) of the Jainas
on the other

3 The Three Stages  Three distinct stages of development of
the doctrine of anekinta are discernible in the early Jamna Agamas

3 (a) Vibhajyavada which 1s perhaps the earlest phase nf the
doctrine 1s found mentioned in the Sitrakstanga (1 14 22) where a monk
15 asked to explamn things through the principle of division of 1ssues
(vibhapaviyam ca viyigareyi) The Bhagavati Sitra provides many an
illustration where a question 1s dealt with 1in thus way On being asked
by Gautama whether a person who says that he has taken the vow of
desisting from commutting injury to all sentient beings 15 a bonafide
observer of the vow or a malafide imposter, Mahivira replied that if
such person was incapable of distinguishing between the sentient and
the insentient, or between the mobile and immobije living beings, he 1s
the latter, but otherwise he 1s a true observer of the vow (op at, VII
227) Sumlarly, on beng asked by Jayanti which of the two, viz slumber
and wakefulness, was preferable, he replied that for the sinful, it was the
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former, while for the virtuous the latter (XII.2 /53-55) These and similar
mstances which are 1p galore 1n our text are obviously case of answer by
division It should be noted here that the alternative answers to the divi-
ded 1ssues are sometimes mtroduced 1n the Agama by the particle siya (Skt,
syid) meaning ‘in a certamn reference’ The expression siyaviya in the
Satrakrtinga (I 14 19) na ydsiyavdya viydgre)i ‘one should not explam
anything without taking resort to siyaviya (Skt syadvada, that is, the
principle of conditional predication)’ also deserves mention It 18
obviously synonymous with the expression vibhajjaviya noted above and
15 the forerunner of the syadvida of later tumes This also confirms
our view of vibhajyavida as the earliest phase of anekdntavada

3 (b) The Nayas The nayas* (standpoints) constitute the
second stage of the evolution of the concept of anckdnta The earliest
and most important way of judging the nature of things was to consider
them under four heads viz dravya (substance), ksetra (space), kila (time)
and bhiava (mode) Thus in the Bhagavati Statra (II 1 45), the loka
inhabited cosmos) 1s considered as fimite in substance and space, but
infinite 1n time and modes  There were also other Leads such as guna
(op at, II 10 126), bhiva (XIX 9 102) and samsthana (XIV 7 80) which
were analogous to bhava But all these heads were not called nayas
The expressions used in connection with the nayas were however dravya
and parydya (equivalent of bhiva) The material atoms are thus stated
to be eternal qua dravya (davvatthayde) and non-enternal qua parydya
(payavehim, XIV 4-49-50) and the souls are characterized as eternal qua
dravya (davvaithayde) and non-eternal qua bhava (bhavatthayae, VII 2 58-
59) Another pair of nayas, viz avvocchitti naya (Skt avyucchitti-naya,
the standpoint of non-interception) and vocchitu-naya (Skt vyuc-
chitti-naya, the standpoint of nterception) are also mentioned
in the Bhagavati Sutra (VII 39394) Thus the infernal beings are
eternal from the standpoint of non-interception (of their existence as
souls), but they are non-eternal from the standpoint of interception (of
their present state of being infernal after the expiry o that form of exist-
ence) A third pair of nayas 1s also mentioned 1 the same text, viz
vavahdriya-naya (Skt vyavaharika-naya, the popular standpoint), and
necchan a-naya (naiScayika-naya, the factual or scientific standpoint)
Thus from the popular standpoint the drone 1s black in colour, but
factually oc scientifically speaking, 1t i1s possessed of all the five colours,
viz black, blue, red, yellow and white (op cit.,, XVIII 6 108)

3 (c) Saptabhangi  As the third stage of development of the
concept of anekanta, we find a primitive saptabhangi and syadvida n
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the Bhagavat? Sitra XII 10.211-226 Here the things are judged under
the categories of ‘self’ (Aya Skt, 4tman) and ‘not-self’ (no-dya Skt no-
&tman). An object 1s charactenized as ‘self* 1n some respect (stya #ya),
‘not-self” 1n some respect (siya no-aya), and “mdescribatle, that s, both
self and not-self” 1n some respect (siya avattavvam iya’ t1 ya no-aya’ tiya)

These three attributes are predicated of an object, noncomposite or
composite, respectively from the standpoints of existent characters, non-
existent characters, and existent-cum-nonexistent characters In the case
of the objects that are noncompostite (for 1nstance, a monad), the attributes
are only three in number, viz self, not-self and indescribable Here
‘itndescribable’ means the impossibility of the object being spoken of or
described exclusively as ‘self’ or ‘not-self’, besause of the same object
being both (self and not-self) at the same time These three attributes
however, become six 1 the case of a dyad (a composite body of two
space-points) as follows (1) self, (2) not-self, (3) 1ndescribable, (4 ) self
and not-self (one attribute for each space-point), (5) self and indescribable
(one attribute for each space-point), (6) not-self and 1ndescribable (one
attribute for each space-pomnt) These six ways again become seven 1n
the case of a triad (a composite body of three space points) in the follow-
mg way (l) to (6) as above, and (7) self, not self and indescribable (one
attribute for each of the three space points) Here the fourth, fifth and
sixth ways have each two more subdivision Thus the fourth, viz self
and not-self, has the following two additional subdivisions-(1) self (for
two space-yoints) and not-self (for the remaining one space point) The
fifth and sixth ways also have similar subdivisions The text referred to
above gives the divisions and subdivisions of the tetrad, pentad and hexad
also  The basic ways however do ncver exceed the number seven as 1n
the case of the triad, though the number of subdivisions gradually go up
on account of the various possible combinations of the space-pomnts

‘The basic seven ways enumarated above are the prototypes of later seven
bhangas of what 1s called saptabhangi (the doctrine of sevenfold predica-
tion) What 1s to be carefully noticed 1n this connection 1s the fact
that according to the Bhagavati Sitra, the joint predication of the attr:-
butes ‘self’ and ‘not-self’ to a monad is not possible because the monad
has only one space-point  Such predication 1s only possible of a dyad
which has two space-points Similarly, the simultaneous predication of
three attributes 1s only possible 1n the case of triad which has three
space-point  The imphcation s that the jomnt predication of two contra-
dictory attributes to the same space-points 1s purely a case of ‘mdescri-
bability’ and not an illustration of a dual predication of self and not-
self The dual predication 1s meaningful only if the object has two parts
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in order that each individual attribute may find its own accommodation.
The later Jaina philosophers, however, did not find any difficulty 1 such
predication, and they made the dual predrcano:} (8’ and “1s not’ used
by them 1n place of ‘self’ and ‘not-self’) wrespective of the noncomposite
or composite character of the object Some of them also interchanged
the positions of the third and fourth attributes

4 The anuyogadvaras and niksepas + The early Jaina philoso-
phers were fond of explamning things according to predefined hsts of
heads Such heads were called anuyogadviras, doors of disqusi-
tion 20 (or 14) mirganasthinas 24 (12 or 14) jivasthinas and 14
gunasthdnas may be quoted as illustrations of such lists There are,
however, other lists which had direct philosoghical significance Umasvat,
i his Tattvarthadhigamasitra, 1, 7, 8, 16, 26, has given such lists, which
can mostly be traced back to the Jain Agamas These doors of disquisi-
tion played an important role in the evolution of the doctrine of anekanta
The Jamna doctrine of four ntksepas is the final outcome of the speculations

concerning the doors of disquisition The niksepas were many, but finally
they were reduced to four

(Tattvarthidhigamasiitra, 15) The following dictum of the
Anuyogadvarasitra, 8, deserves mention  One should fully apply to a
subject whatever niksepas are known about that subject, and to those
subjects whose niksepas are not known, one should apply the four (viz
nama, sthipana, dravya and bhiva) The Jama thinkers took a very
wide view of the subjects they took up for discussion and employed the
niksepas as the media for the determination of the meaning of words
involved 1n such discussion The doctrine of anekanta owed much to
the precise definition of the connotation of the technical terminology

employed in the evaluation of antithetical doctrines, and the niksepas
fulfilled this task as auxiliaries to the nayas

5 [In Non-Jaina Thought Let us now see whether the elements

of the anckanta way of thinking are there in the non-Jaina schools of
thought that flourished 1n those days

5 (a) The Vedic thought The sceptical outburst of the
Vedic seer in Rgveda I 164 4 . Who has seen that the Boneless One bears
the Bony, when he 1s first born, where 1s the breath, the blood and soul
of the earth, who would approach the wise man to ask this (ko dadaria
prathamam, )ayaménam asthanvantam yad anastha bibharti, bhimya
asur asygatma kvasit, ko vidvamsam upagit prastum etat) ? poses a pro-
blem to be solved in mystic experience, or through anekinta or rejected as
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absurd and insoluble, The scepticism of the Nasadiya hymn (op cit,,
X. 129) has also a similar tone In the Upamisads we find rational
thinkers as well as mystics Thus Uddilaka (Chandogya, VI 2 1,2)
was partly a rationahst philosopher who advanced logical proof for the
reahty of Being (sat), and partly an uncritical empiricist when he ascribes
thought to that Being to muitiply and procreate and produce heat (tejas)
which produces water (ap), and water food (annam) Yajfavalkya Brha-
daranyaka, JI 4 12-14=1IV 5 13-15) asserts that the self cannot be known
as 1t 1s the subject, and whatever 1s known 18 necessarilly an object This
may be called rational mysticism This background of scepticism and
rational mysticism was responsible for the Jaina and Buddhist patterns of
thought that emerged and are found recorded in the Ardhamigadhi and
Pili canons We have made a brief survey of the Jaina way of thinking
and shall now see its parallel 1n early Buddhism, followed by a similar
study of the Yoga and Nydya schools

5 (b) The Buddhist Thought The Buddha calls himself a
vibhajyavadin (vibhajavado aham niham ekamsavido—] am
an analyst or propounder of my views by division of issues, and not one
who takes a partial view of things—Mapghima Nikdya, II 469) When
the Buddha 1s asked for his opimion whether the houscholder 1s an
observer of the right path, he says that 1t i1s not possible to give a
categorical answer to the question masmuch as the householder with
wrong faith (micchi-patipanno) does not follow the right path, while one
with right faith (samma-patipanno) definitely does so This vibhajyavada
18 not essentially different from that of the Jainas

In the Suttampata p 396, we find people stuck to their individual
truths or opmions (pacceka-saccesu puthu mvitthd) The Udaina,
pp. 143-145, gives the parable of the bind men and the elephant Ten
blind persons touch various parts of the elephant and give ten conflicting
accounts based on their experience of the ten parts which they happened
to come 1nto contact with  Each of them took the part for the whole
and as such they were all with thewr perceptions vitisted and partial
(ckangadassino) The parable 1s suggestive of a definite stage n the
evolution of Buddha’s thought, which approached too near to the thought
pattern of Mahavira to be able to maintain its distinct individual
character The ultimate thought pattern of the Buddha, however, 1s to
be judged by his attitude to the ten or fourteen famous avyikatas (inde-
terminables) mentioned 1n Maghima Nikaya, II, pp 107-113 and 176-183,
and Candrakirtis’ Prasannapada, p 446, Poussin’s Edition

5(c) The Yoga School The Yogabhdsya (IV 33, for the
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Buddhist counterpart of four kinds of questions, se¢ Digha Nikdya, III,
p 179, and Anguttara Nikiya, II, p 84) classifies questions under three
heads (1) there are questions which admit ot; a clear defimtive answer
(ekdnta-vacaniya), (n) there¢ are questions which are answerable
only by division (vibhajya-vacaniya), and (u1) there are questions which
are unanswerable (avacaniya) The question ‘shall everybody be reborn
after death’, 1s vibhajya-vacamya, that 1s, answerable by division The
person who has experienced the distinction between spirit and matter
will not be born, the others however would take rebirth The Yoga
philosopher here opens for himself the way to the anekanta type
of thinking, which, however, he does not pursue any further The
Sankhya-Yoga doctrine of parinama (change) again 1s essentially a vindi-
cation of the concept of anekinta, barring 1§ insistence on the absolute
pre-existence of the effect 1n the cause The Sinkhya-Yoga conception
of purusa as an absolutely unchangirg entity 1s of course an exception

(5) (d) The Nyaya School In the early Nydya htrature also
we see discussions which are representative of the anekinta way of
thinking Nagdrjuna’s criticism of the Nydya categories of pramina
and prameya provoked answers from the author of the Nydyadarsana,
and also Vatsydyana, the author of the Nydyabhdisya, which take resort
to the non-absolutistic method for refuting the Madhyamika philoso-
pher's attacks Ndgirjuna’s argument that the concepts of pramina
and prameya, being interdependent, cannot establish themselves, 1s
countered by pointing out that there i1s no logical inconsistency in
viewing the same entity both as pramana and prameya The Nyaya-
darfana, II 1 16, cites the example of a measure (tuld) which 1s usually
employed to measure other things, but on occasion 1t 1s 1tself
measured by another article of a standard weight So therc 1s
nothing absurd if the same object 1s conceived as both pramina
and prameya  Vatsyiyana, in this conncction, gives a very lucid
exposition of the relativity of the nomenclaturs of pramina, prameya,
pramita and pramti The dtman (sclf, soul) 15 a called a prameya
because of its being an object of knowledge, but it 1s also a pramata
because of its being the subject exercising the function of knowing,
the intellect qua the mstrument of commution ts a pramana, while as
an object of cognition 1t 1s a prameya , and 1tis simply a pramitt when
it 1s exercising nore of the functions of knowing’ or ‘being known’
(atma tivad upalabdhivisayatvat prameye paripathitah, uplabdhau
svatantryit pramati, buddhir  upalabdhisidhanatvat praminam,
upalabdhivisayatvit prameyam, ubhayabhdvat tu pramitih) The
expression vibhajya vacaniyah 1s also found in the Bhasya on Il 119
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There 1s thus unambiguously a trend of Nyaya thought, which takes
the school a great way towards the non-absolutistic approach of the
Jainas It 1s interesting to mote in this connection that Udayana, m
s Atmatattvaviveka (pp 530-1 Bibliotheca Indica Calcutta, 1939),
imagnes a simpleton who sees, for the first time 1 his hfe, a tusker at
the gate of a royal palace and conjectures , Is 1t 2 mass of darkness
eating white radish, or a piece of cloud pouring out white cranes and
roaring, or the proverbial benign friend waiting at the royal gate, or
the shadow of what 1s lying down on the ground, and counters his
conjectures by arguments which are equally fanciful , another simpleton
makes appearance at this pomnt and persuades him of the futility of
all thought about the nature of things Udayana identifies the Buddhist
absolutists with these stmpletons and rejects their speculations as pure
'maginations unworthy of respectable treatment  One should nerther
go astray in imagmnation and wishful thmking, nor give up 11 despatr
all attempts at discovering the fulltruth from whatever partial ghimpses
of it one may be able to get The Jaina philosopher 1s 1n perfect
agreement with such trends of thought as are conductive to the
advancement of knowledge and revelation of truth, and fully supports
the realistic approach of Udayana to the problem of reality

6 Umasviti, Siddhasena Divikara and MallvAdin, Jinabhadra
and Kundakunda We have been till now discussing the stages of evolu-
tion of the doctrine of anekinta in the Agamas and its parallels in the
hiterature and schools contemporaneous with them Now we have
arrived at the transition period when the Jamna thinkers were establish-
ing contacts with their counterparts in the alien systems of thought
and composing treatises in the Sanskrit language which was then
the only powerful medium of communication between the intelligentsia
The Prakrit was also of course, along with the Apabhraméa, an
important medium  But 1ts influence was gradually waning, although
Sitddhasena Divikara’s Sanmat: and the works of Kundakunda and
Jinabhadra, wntter in Prakrit in those days were monumental
treatises of abiding value and profound interest

6 (a) Umidsvati Among Jama authors of the period of
transition, Umdasvat; stands first and foremost His Tattvarthadhigam-
asitra with Bhiyse1s a compendium of the Agamas, which leaves
nothmg of philosophical importance out of consideration [Its compre-
hensive thoroughness can be compared with that of the Buddhist Abht-
dharmakosa (with Bfisya) of Vasubandhu In addition to giving a
summary of the traditiopal lore, [Jmasvat: gives a critical shape to the

120 Tulasi Prajiia



anekintavida through his exposition of the nayas, niksepas and the
nature of the sat (a real), and dravya (substance) He also
imtroduces the elements of saptabhangl in his own way whiwch s remins-
cent of the same 1n the Bhagavali Sidtra mentioned above Umasvit
1s not much concerned with the non-Jana views He rases the
question whether the nayas are the proponents of alien philosophies
or independendent upholders of oppsition, mspired by diverse opinions,
and answers that they are only different estimates (literally, concepts
denived from different angles of vision) of the object known (Bhisya,
135 lkim ete tantrantariyi vidina dhosvit svatantrd eva codakapaksa-
grihino matibhedena vipradhivitda it Atrocyate, naite tantrdntariya
napt svatantrd matibhedena wvipradhivitih, jfieyasya tv arthasya
*dhyavasiydntariny etini) It 1s also asserted in this connection that
there 15 no contradiction between them, just as there i1s none between
different cogmtion of the same object by different instruments of
knowledge, such as perception, inference, comparison and the words of
a rehable person (yathi va pratyaksinumanopamandptavacanaih pra-
manaireko ‘rthah pramiyate svavisayamiyamdt, na ca ta vipratipattayo
bhavanti tadvan nayavadi it1) This 1s followed by an elaborate des-
cription of the nayas and their relationship with the epistemological
system of carly Jammism Umasvat)’s definition of the sat (a real) as
consisting of origination, cessation and continuaty (V 29 utpada vyaya-
dhrauvya-yuktam sat) gives the fundamentals of anekintavada n a
nutshell The dravya (substance) is defined as ‘what 1s possessed o
qualities and modes’ (V 37 guna-paryaiyavad dravyam), indicatmg the
relation of identity-cum-d:fference between the substance and the modes
(including quahties) The nitya (permanent) 15 deflned as ‘what does
not lapse from being and would not do so at any time’ (Bhisya, I 30 * yat
sato bhivdn na vyet: na vyegyati tan nityam 1t1) All these concepts are
brought by Umasvati (Bhasya, I 31) uader four heads—dravyistika, matrk-
apadastika, utpannastika and paryaydstika which appear to stand respect-
tively for the viewpoints of substance, categories of substance, the imme-
diate present, and the past-cum-future modes From the first viewpoint,
negation does not exist (asannama nasty eva dravyastikasya), because 1t
takes note of only what 18 existent and positive 1n character Negation
appears with the classification of the substance into matrkipadas
categories), and consquently here we get both affirmation and negation,
(sat and asat), as classification implies both affirmation inclusion of
lower categories under a higher category) as well as negation (mutval
exclusion of the categories) The utpannastika, beng concerned with
the immediate present alone 18 alsg the negation of the past and the
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future and as such gives rise to the duahty of afirmation and negation.
Similarly, the paryidydstika, which is the viewpomt of the past and the
future, 1s the negation of the present, and as such gives mise to the
same duality of affirmation and negation In the last three cases we also
get a third mode which cannot be described either as sat or asat (na
vicyam sad 1t1, asad tt1 vd) Thus 1s the third bhanga called ‘indescribable’

Umisvati concludes this discussion with the statemeat—de§ddesena
vikalpayitavyam iti—which may imply the remaining four bhangas of
the saptabhangi

6 (b) Siddhasena Divikara The application of the anekidnta
principle to ontological problems raised in the different school of philo-
sophy was made, most probably, for the first time by Siddhasena Ths
was done by means of the nayas “Kapila’s (Safikhya) phtlosophy”, says
he, ‘s a statement from the dravyistika (substantial) standpouwnt,
whereas the Buddha’s 18 a venety of pure paryiyistika (modal) one
Kanada composed his treatise from the standpoint of both (these nayas)
neverthaless, that remamed a false doctrine, as the views propounded
therein, each arrogating exclusive vahdity to itself, are independent of
each other (Sanmmati, II1 48-49) On the varieties of nayas and their
relation to philosophical views Stddhasena says that the former are as
many as there are ways of speech, and the later as many as there are
nayas (III 47)

javalyi vayanavaha tavaiya ceva homt: nayaviya
Javaivi nayavaya tivaiya ceva parasamayi

His distinction between vyafijanaparyiya and arthaparyaya
also deserves notice As soon as the substance is subjected to
division, the sphere of modes starts functionmg (III 29)
Such modes are twofold — (1) vyafijana modes and artha-
modes The former are expressible in words, while the latter are
not Thus an object i1s called ‘man’ so long as i1t continues to be so,
though undergoing change every moment Here ‘man-hood’ 1s a vyafijana-
paryaya which 1s expressible by the word *man’, while the changes that
occur 1n him every moment are arthaparyayas which cannot be expressed
i words An object thus 1s effable as well asineffable (saviyappa-
nivviyappam, 135) In Sanmati, I35-40 Siddhasena enumerates the
seven changas almost exactly in the fashion of the Bhagavati Siitra
mentioned above The full credit of interpreting the Agamas for a new
generation and giving original maternal for fresh thinking goes to Siddha-
sena who acted as a link between the orthodox past and the progressive
future This 1s indeed the true function of the propounder of a faith
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according to Siddhasena himself ““The person who acts as a logician”,
says he, “in the domain of logic, and as a scriptunist i the domain of
scripture 18 a true protagonist of his farth, a person acting otherwise 1s
an impostor”, \

Jo heuvayapakkhammi heuo dgame ya dgamio
+  s0 sasamayapannavao stddhamtavirdhao anno

6 (¢) Mallavadin The Dvidasaranayacakra of Mallavidin 15
an encyclopaedia of philsophy, where all schools of thought prevalent in
those days are critically examined one by one and superseded by their
rivals, thus making a complete circle with twelve spokes connecting the
hub with the twelve sections of the rim, each section
representing patticular doctrines taken up: for discussion  The
doctrines discussed are lhinked to the traditional seven nayas in a novel
plan of the wheel of twelve nayas, viz (1) vidhih, (2) vidhervidhih,
(3) vidhervidhintyamam, (4) vidherniyamah, (5) vidhimyamam, (6)
vidhrmiyamasya vidhih, (7) vidhinmiyamasya vidbhiniyamam, (8) vidhi
niyamasya niyamah (9) ntyamah, (10) niyamasya vidhih, (11) niyamasya
vidhiniyamam, and (12) niyamasya niyamah The book starts with the
commonsense popular view of things, represented by the first naya called
vidhi (vidhivyttis tivad yathdlokagraham eva vastu, p 11) How does it
concern us whether there 1s a cause, or an effect , who can make an end
of debated on such i1ssues (pp 34-35)? Mallavddin here quotes Sanmati,
128, in support of his contention The epistemological position of
Digniaga 1s here criticized as going against the commonsense view of
things Vidhi stands for ‘injunction’ as in the Mimémsa school It i1s only
the imjunction to do some thing that 18 valuable and also desirable (arthyo
h1 kriyayi evopadeéah, p 45) The second naya called vidhi-vidhi stands
for the particulars 1 favour of the universal oneness The absolutistic
doctrines are consequently brought within the purview of this naya The
third naya lterally means affirmation—cum—negation of the positive
entity, The Sankhya doctrine of prakrt: as subservient to purusa, and
the doctrins of divine creator and the created world represent this naya
The fourth naya, viz vidher niyamal appears to indicate the restriction
of absolute freedom of both the purusa and the karman in the evolution
of the worldly process The other nayas similarly bring within their
purview the doctrines that were prevelent in those days in order to
evaluate their merits and demerits About a dozen and a half doctrines
are thus discussed and refuted in the treatise which brought for 1ts
author the encomium *“‘anu Mallavidinam tirkikah (all logicians are
inferior to Mallavadin) from Hemacandra, the omniscient of the Kali age
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6 (). Jinabhadra The activity of Mallavadin was further carred
by Jinabhadra who, in his Viesavasyaka-Bhasya, gave a critical account
of the nayas based on his deep and extensive learning in the Agamas.
Here he brings within purview the problems of the general and the parti-
cular, substance and modes, word and meaning, ultimate truth and
practical truth (miScaya-naya and vyavahidra-naya) His treatment
of the problem of niksepa 15 thorough and penetrating An evaluation
of the non-Jaina philosophical views 1s also made by him n the section
called ganadhara-vada and nihnavavada

6 (¢) Kuudakunda © A new trend of thought was developed by
Kundakunda in his Samayasira, although his Paficastikiya and Prava-
canasdra generally uphold the traditional positions His treatment of
the problems of dravya, guna, parydya, and also utpada, vyaya, dhrauvya,
1s deep and critical But in his Samayasara, Kundakunda develops a new
idea which appears influenced by Yogicdara idealism and also Vedantic
absolutism The soul 1s the cause of what 15 happenmg within
itself and has no essential relationship with what 1s happening 1n the world
outside The reverse 1s also true  This cleavage between soul and matter
1s explained throrgh mniscaya-naya and vyavahira-naya, the former
being the standpont of truth, and the latter of untruth The traditional
interpretation of vyavahira-naya as the popular or practical viewpont
and of miscaya-naya as the factual or scientific standpomt 1s radically
changed Scholars have designatcd this new meaning of the two nayas as
the ‘mystic pattern’ as distinguished from the traditional interpretation
which they call the ‘non-mystic pattern’ The works of Kundakunda
contain both these patterns, but the ‘mystic pattern’ is the predom-
nant theme of the Samayasdra In the philosophy of Kundakunda thus
the concept of anekdnta acquires a new meaning m that a new wvista 1s
now opened up for the development of the concept of avaktavya (the
third bhanga of the saptabhangi) into a mystic realization of the nature
of truth in its fulness

These great thinkers have now paved the way for the advent of
the classical period which 1s the subject matter of the next section

7 The Classical Period Samantabhadra, Haribhadra, Akalanka
Vidyanaoda and Others * The transition period was followed by a penod’
of imtense critical thinking when the Jama logicians headed by Akalanka
composed treatises which were of lasting value i the field of logic and’
epistemology  Sarvarthasiddh: of Pijyapiada Devanand: and the Aptamu-
mamsd of Samantabhadra provided a firm ontological base to these
thinkers who were responsible for the classical period We here propose
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to give a brref account of the doctrine of anckédnta as treated by some of
these authors

7 (a) Samantabhadra The Aptamimimsi of Samantabhadra
provides a fertile ground for the doctrine of anekdnta to flourish The
essence of anekinta 15 envisaged as lying in the solution of the contra-
dictory attributes or features exhibited by an ontological doctrine, or an
ethical principle, or an epistemological theory Each one of the two
members of pairs of contradictory attributes or features s critically
judged with a view to exposing the difficulties that beset the concept, and
then a synthesis of the two 1s offered The Aptamimimsd opens with a
vindication (verses 1-6) of the possibilily of the existence of the omni-
cient In verse 8 1t asserts that the ethics of good and bad deeds and the
existence of lfe hereafter cannot be justified without accepting the
prmciple of anekinta The absolutistic conception of an unchanging soul
18 repugnant to the possibility of moral evolution heading to emancipation.
The doctrine of pure affirmation (bhivaikinta) denies negation and
consequently fails to explain the fact of diversity which 1s so glaring and
patent (verse 9) The doctrine of pure negation or nihilism (abhavai-
kanta), on the other hand, will deprive the nihilist’s arguments of their
validity (verse 12) The critics of syadvada cannot again accept affirmation-
cum-negation as the nature of the real in order to avoid these difficulties,
because that would be tantamount to the acceptance of the doctrine of
anekanta on their part Nor 1s the position of ‘absolute inexpressibility’
(avicyataikdnta) a tenable hypothests, because in that case the propo-
sition ‘the real 1sinexpressible’ will be an 1llogical assertion on account
of the absolutistic character of the 1nexpressibility (verse 13)

virodhan nobhyaikitmyam syddvada-nyaya-vidvisam .
avacyataikante py uktir navacyam itt yujyate

Qur text (verses 14-16) then formulates a correct ontological
position by asserting that a real 1s definitely existent’ from one viewpoint
‘defimitely nonexistent’ from another, ‘defimitely existent-cum-non-existent’
from a third, and also defimtely inexpressible’ from a fourth viewpoint,
though none of these viewpoints should be considered as absolute and
exclusive, one should accept a real as (1) ‘existent definitely’ (sadeva) 1n
the framework of 1ts own substance, space, time and modes, and also as
(u) ‘nonexistent definitely’ (asadeva) 1n the framework of alien substance,
space, time and modes, because otherwise it would be impossible to deter-
mune the nature of the real, it should moreover be accepted as (1) posse-
ssed of the dual nature of ‘existence’ and ‘nonexistence’ in succession,
and also as (1v) ‘inexpressible on account of the failure of the linguistic
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device to express the pair of contradictory attributes simultaneously, the
remainig three (5-7) bhangas are obtained hy combining the fourth with
the first three 1n therr proper contexts Here the dialectic of sevenfold
predication (saptabhangi) has been clearly defined by Samantabhadra by
assigning the fourth position to the attribute of ‘mexpressibility’ instead
of the third assigned to 1t i the Bhagavati Sitra and also by Sidhasena
The Aptamimarhsd now explamns the saptabhangi of ‘existence’ and ‘non-
existence’ (verse 17-20) ‘Existence’ i5 necessarily concomitant, in the self-
same entity withits opposite viz nonexistence,being its adjunct (visesana
counterpart), even as homogeneity 1s necessarily concomitant with hetero-
geneity (intention to assert difference), simularly, ‘nonexistence’ is necessa-
rily concomutant, in the selfsame entity, with 1ts opposite (viz exstence),
being its adjunct (visesana, counterpart), even as heterogeneity is con-
comitant with homogencity (intention to asscrt identity)

astitvam pratisedhyendvinabhavyekadharimmi
visesanatvat sidharmyam yathad bhedavivaksaya

nastitvam pratisedhyenivinibhivyekadharmin
viseanatvid vaidharmyam yatha bhedavivaksaya

An entity 1s moreover of the nature of positum as well as negatum
(vidheya-pratigedhydtmad), exactly as the same attribute of the subject
minor term) of an inference may be a valid as well as an invalid probans
1n accordance with the nature of the probandum to be proved by 1t This
18 the third bhanga of the Saptabhangi of ‘existence’ and ‘nonexistence’
The remamng four bhangas are also to be understood in their proper
perspectives Samantabhadra now explains the nature of a real in the
hght of this anekinta=dialecic The real must be an entity which 1s
pot determined by any exclusive property or any absolute character Only
that which 1s undefined by a positive or a negative attribute exclusively
1s capable of exercising the causal efficiency which is the sole critemon of
reality (verse 21 evam vidhi-misedhabhyim anavasthitam arthakrt) The
Budddist fluxist as well as the Veddntic monist are jointly criticized here
as upholding ontological views, which, being truncated and partial, fail to
explain the real in 1ts comprehensiveness Neither an absolutely
static, nor &8 radically dynamic object 1s capable of exercising the causal
effictency in spite of all other conditions, external and internal, being
fulfilled Samantabhadra (verse 22) applies the anekinta dialectic n
constructing the real as a totality of infinite number of attributes
(dharmas), each of which represents the whole entity relegating the others
to the status of mere attributes of that entity
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dharme dbarme ‘nya evirtho dharmmo ’nantadharminab.
angitve *nyatamintasya $esintanam tadangata.,

He then gives a general imstruction to his readers, proficsent m
the application of the nayas to follow the same method of saptabharngi
to discuss the problems of ‘one and many’, and the like, that were preva-
lent 1n those days In fact, he himself discusses the following additional
problems 1n the text under review identity and differences, permanence
and flex, cause and effect, reason and scripture, free will and determinism,
idealism & realism, bondage & emancipation

7(b) Haribhadra The Anckédntajayapatikid is an umportant
contribution of Haribhadra to the field of anckanta dialecuc, which
brings withm 1its purview the problems of existence and nonexistence,
permanence and flux, universal and particular, and describable and indes-
cribable Among the doctrines refuted in the treatise, ksanikavada and
vyiianavada occupy a prominent position All these refutations are made
strictly from the standpomnt of Jaina philosophy and sometimes they go
to a depth hitherto unreached by his predecessors The comparative out-
look of Haribhadra enabled him to unfold the hidden potentialities of
the anckanta principle and apply them in the interest of a compre-
hensive view of the problems, epistemological and ontological, that
exercised the minds of those days

7 (c) Akalanka The Astasati (commentary on the Aptamimamsa)
of Akalanka provides a most penetrating insight into the niceties of the
doctrine of anekinta His defence of the doctrine 1s unique and perhaps
unsurpassed by any predecessor or successor He unfolds the thoughts
of Samantabhadra 1n a manner which 1s comparable to that of Dharma-
kirt1 10 respect of Dignaga The ksapabhangavada of the Buddhists as
well as therr vifiinavada are vehemently criticized by Akalanka His
contributions to the field of Jaina logic and epistemology are most
onginal and umque, and they set up a norm for the posterity to follow
and emulate

7(d) Vidyananda The Astasahasti (the subcommentary on the
Astasati of Akalanka) of Vidyananda 1s perhaps the last word on the
doctrine of anckanta His criticism of the non-Jaina schools 1s more
realistic and thorough, He brings a number of new topics and schools
under the purview of his reputation Vidyananda’s exposition of nayas &
niksepas 1n  his Tattvartha$loka-vartika throws mew light on these
subjects

Among the successors of Vidyinanda, who made important
contributions to the doctrine of anekinta, the following authors occupy
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a position of importance - Prabhicandra, Abhayadeva, Vidideva and
Yasovyaya The reader 1s referred to the accounts of the life and works
of these authors given elsewhere 1n this encyclopaedia
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The Samkhya Theory of Perceptual
Error and Its Presentation by

Prabhacandra®
—Dr Shiv Kumar

10 The Samkhya 1s one of the oldest systems of Philosophy
based upon powerful, rational and realistic approach The system 1s
primarily concerner with providing means of alleviating wordly miseries
The miseries can be alleviated by no means other than the true know-
ledge of reality The system 1s primaridy engaged in discussing the
nature of reality and consequently the discussion of the theory of
knowledge becomes a secondary 1ssue  That 1s why, the early Samkhyas
do not basically deal with the epistemological and logical problems n
details But still, the umportance of the means of knowledge 1s never
underestimated as 1t 1s admitted that the true knowledge of reality
depends upon the faultless means of knowledge However, the means
of knowledge depend upon the worldly experience, and the reality,
according to the Samkhyas, 1s not always within the range of
the senses, and consequently liable to be explammed on the basis
of worldly experience The Samkhya, therefore, discusses the means
of knowledge secondarily 1n so far as the worldly expenience 1s
helpful in analysing the supra-sensuous objects lke the Purusa,
Prakrt1 and their mutual relation As the system was reviewed in all
1its aspects when 1t came in confrontation with other philosophica,
systems, the Simkhya also sought some explanation for the epistemo-
logical problems sometimes coining new theories and sometimes accepting
the epistemological doctrines of other systems which fit in their own
metaphysics Thus, we come acress the development n Samkhya
explanation of epistemological problems from I§varakrsna to Vacaspati
and 1n a more dehiberated form 1n Vyfiinabhiksu This 18 perhaps the
reason why the Samkhya theory of knowledge was not crystallised 1n
the early text of the Samkhyas Because of this fact only we do not
come across an explanation of the Sarhkhya theory of perceptual error
earlier to the Samkhyasttras which are supposed to belong to a later
period.  One of the most remarkable exposition of the Simkhya theory
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of perceptual error 1s, however, recorded by Prabhicandra, a Jain
logician of 9th century The present paper is an attempt to trace the
development of the Samkhya theory of perceptual error and to consider
the intrinsic value of Prabhicandra’s presentation of the same on its
epistemological significance and the ontological importance

20 Prabhicandra’ states 1n the form of the Pirvapaksa that the
Samkhyas hold the theory of perceptual error called Prasiddhartha-
Khyan, according to which the object which 15 established by the means
of knowledge, 1 e, the real object 1tself, i1s apprehended in the case of
erroneous knowledge The Siamkhyas explain their position on

the basis of common experience At the time of erroneous preception
the object scems to be real The object perceived cannot be said to be

non-existent or unreal because the investigation into the nature of the
object cannot be possible without appearance The appearance 1s not
contradicted at the time of perceiving the object Thete 1s no propriety
of further investigation for the object which is established through
appearance The existence of the palm 1s also established on the basis
of its appearance only The same appearance holds good in the case
of erroneous perception as well  There 1s no contradication 1f the earher
knowledge 1s invalidated by the later one The water appears in mirage
but does not appear afterwards to one who reaches that place Similarly,
there appears a circle of light while the light 18 moved around fast but
afterwards this appearance 1s contradicted It does not, however, go
agamnst the Simkhya view of the establishment of an object through
appearance Though the object seen earlier does not apear afterwards,
yet 1t 1s real whenever it appeared Without admitting this position the
existence of lightning which disappears after appearing once 1n the sky
cannot be established

30 Prabhicandra® offers the following criticism of the doctrine
of Prasiddharthakhyan,

31 The real object cannot be the object of erroneous know-
Jedge If the objects were real 1n all types of knowledge, there would be
no distinction 1n the form of the erroneous and the true knowledge

32 The supposition of the reality of the objects of erroneous
knowledge goes against the common experience If the objects of errone-
ous knowledge were real, they would be cognized like the objects of true
knowledge If a person proceeds for activity even through the erroneous
cognition of water, he would feel the marks of water in the form of
wetness of the ground and the like even 1n the absence of water when
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the erroneous knowledge is sublated The example of lightning 1s not
able to prove the position of the Sirhkhyas because the lightning dis-
appears with all 1ts components very soon but the effects of water
continue for a longer time  Hence some marks of water could surely be
available if water were there Moreover, 1If water would exist where 1t
erroneously appears to exist, it would appear to all the persons who go
to see it as lightming 18 seen by all without exception

33 1t the objgects of all types of knowledge were real, the
earlier knowledge would not be sublated by the later one  Therefore,
1t goes agamst the fact of common experience

40 Prabhicandra’s exposition of the Samkhya theory 1s not
endorsed by any extent text of the Simkhyas Before considering his
exposition, 1t will be worthwhile to discuss the Samkhya theory of per-
ceptual error found 1n the texts of the Simkhyas themselves

41 The earliest work of the Samkhyas available to us s the
Samkhyakarika of ISvarakrsna which does not explicitly deal with the
the problem but does 1mply some theory of perceptual error while dealing
with the attitude towards error We can consider the theory of error
1n two aspects—why does st occur and how does it occur  As to the
first, the Samkhyakirikd seems to reply that 1t 1s the lack of knowledge
which gives nise to the complete non-perception or the partial perception
It offers the following reasohs for the lack of knowledge in the case of
the non-perception of an existent object—great distance, extreme proxi-
mity, defects of organs, non-steadimess of mind, minuteness, interposition,
predominance and intermixture with the Iike* The other consequence
of the lack of knowledge 1s the incomplete or the partial knowledge on
account of which the Buddhi fals to distingwish between the real and
the unreal  As a result, the Purusa appears to be active and the Buddhi
appears to be sentient ¢ The Samkhyakartka does not directly deal with
the second aspect of the problem and does not explicitly mention the
process of erroneous perception but a Kirikd in 1t implies that the object
observed 1s mistaken to be of different nature due to their resemblance
which comes to the mind through the impressions or memories of past
experience That 1s why, when the Purusa which 1s sentient and 1nactive
and the Buddhi which 1s insentient and active, come m mutual contact,
the former looks like active and the latter like sentient. This 15 umplied

m the following Kirtka which deals with the erroneous identification of
the Purusa with the Buddh

IEWANNEITT  Jgarfa fage
s <dsfa 7 aar s 7 waegardT 0
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The word g 1n the Kirikd implies that firstly there 1s the resem-
blance with the object experienced in the past which leads to this con-
fusion Secondly, the perceiver remembers this resemblance at the time
of percerving  Thirdly, the perceiver relies upon the resembling qualities
and draws the conclusion with this partial knowledge Thus, when one
proceeds to analyse the nature of the Buddh1 which hes connected with
the Purusa and forms the component of a physiological bemg, he
remembers some being with parts of his body endowed with conscious-
ness and concludes that the Buddhi 1s sentient Simularly, while anylysing
the nature of the Purusa one remembers some being which i1s both
sentient and active and concludes that the Purusa 1s active  This theory
comes nearer to the Akhyiti view of perceptual error held by Prabhikara
This seems to be the reason which leads some scholars® to hold that the
Samkhyas believe 1n the Akhkyini view of perceptual error The later
Samkhyas®, however, hold that the error cannot be accounted for by the
theory and criticise 1t thus  Firstly, no one proceeds to activity only
through the non-distinction of the object represented and the other
remembered and secondly, this knowledge 15 sublated while the right
knowledge 1s never sublated

42 The Simkhyasiitra discusses the rival doctrines of percep-
tual error held by the Buddhists,” the Mimamsakas®, the Vedantins®, the
Naiyayikas'® and maintain the theory of Sadasatkhyan'' to be a nght
doctrine according to which the earlier experience 1s sublated as well as
not sublated Aniruddha'? explains 1t thus  In the case of the errone-
ous knowledge Iike it 15 silver” the object “1t> present before us is Saz
because its knowledge 1s not sublated but the object represented, viz the
silver in the present case, 1s “asas™ because its knowledge 1s sublated
Vyfianabhiksu’s explanation of the theory 1s different He states that
there 1s no sublation with regard to the existence of the object but there
1s the sublation of all the things 1n the soul relatively For example,
the redness of a java 15 real in itself but so far as it 1s attributed to the

crystal 1t 1s unreal  Simularly, the silver 1s real in 1ts own form as placed
n a shop but in so far as 1t 1s attributed to the crystal 1t 1s unreal In

the same way, the universe 1s real in 1tself but 1s unreal 1n So far as 1t 1s
reflected in the sentient principle 1*  Vyfianabhiksu further explains that
the existence and the non-existence spoken with reference to the same
object are not contradictory because their qualities are different 4

43 Thus, the view of the erroneous perception maintamed by
the SamkAyasitra and explamed by its commentators differs to a certain

extent from that imphed in the Samkhyakdrika. The erroneous know-
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ledge, according to the SarhkAyakiriki is not erroneous in the strict
sense of the term  On the other hand, 1t 1s partial or incomplete know-
ledge  The contents of the knowledge are not sublated by later ' experi-
ence On the contrary, the later knowledge 1s an advance over the
former When two objects are mistaken to be practically identified, the
distinction between them 13 overlooked due to the lack of knowledge
The distinguishing features of the object represented and that presented
are not fully grasped When a smgle object 18 taken to be of a different
nature, the partial knowlede 1s apphed to the whole When the Buddin
1s erroneously taken as a sentient principle, the sentient part of the
Buddhi 1s erroneously confused with the whole When the knowledge
of their distinction 1s achieved, the sentient part comes to be the Purusa
and the non-sentient the Buddhi1  Thus, 1t 1s an ommussion rather than
commission 1® Simkhyasiitra introduces the 1dea of commission by its
emphasis on later sublation. It 1s partial knowledge m so far as the
earlier experience is not sublated but it introduces a commitment of
some other kind of impression in the parts where the earlier impression
1s sublated This further leads Vijfianabhiksu to introduce a subjective
element m error Accoring to the Samkhyagkiria, the person sees some-
thing and through the remembrance of his earlier experience reaches the
erroneous conclusion while Vijfianabhiksu holds that the person fancies
the two things as one The relata are real but the positive relation
fancied between the two 1s erronecous Vyfiinabhiksu admits the case
with reference to the erroneous knowledge where only one thing 1s
mvolved, for example, when shell 1s mistaken as sslver'* However, he
does not explain the process theremn He states that both the shell and
the silver are given  We may, therefore, conjecture that the erroneous
knowledge, according to Vijianabhiksu 1s due to the postulation of a
false relation of 1dentity betwecn the object represented and the other
presented This view of perceptual error comes nearer to the Anyathia-
khyan: or Viparitakhyiti view held by the Naryayikas. the Vaiéesikas and
Kumarilabhatta

44 Here, 1t may be observed that the chief aim of the Simkhya-
Karikd 1s to estabhish the reahty of the material world against the
subjective idealism and, therefore, .t does not provide scope for fancing
something even 1n erroneous knowledge and establishes that what leads
to bondage 1s the lack of knowledge = The SimkhAyasitra, however, finds
1t difficult to postulate error without subsequent sublation and Vijiiina-
bhiksu go.s a step further to relate the Samkhya with the Yoga while
mtroducing this kind of postulation of fancy m error In the Yoga'’
error 1s not the lack of knowledge but a positive misconception Since
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the Yoga lays more stress on the purification of the internal organ, 1t
has to postulate misconception to be removed from the mind and not
merely the increase 1n knowledge

50 Thus, the earliest explicit mention of the Sarhkhya theory
of perceptual error known so0 far 1s made by Prabhacandra Even Vicas-
patimi§ra, a contemporary of Prabhicandra, does not mention the view
of the Sarhkhyas regarding the problem The use of the term Prasiddhar-
thakhyat: 1s peculiar to Prabhiacandra However, the chief interest here
15 not to find out whether the Samkyya theory would be called by one
name or the other but to judge the intrinsic value of Prabhicandra’s
exposition on the basis of epistemological significance and the ontological
importance

51 Though Prabhacandra’s exposition 18 not attested by the
extant texts of the Sarhkhyas, yet 1t cannot be altogether rejected as the
mere postulation of Prabhicandra What strikes most 1n hus exposition
is that the reality of the earlier knowledge cannot be denied though it
may be sublated This, however, can be explained in the framework of
the Samkhya as well In the Simkhya there are two levels of experience
From a lower level, we cognise the empirical reality and from a higher
level the transcendental reality These levels represent two stages of
experience, viz before the acquisition of discriminative knowledge and
after the acquisition of discryminative knowledge The objects perceived
from lower level may not be true from higher level but when perceived
from practical standpomnt at the lower or empirical level, their reahty
cannot be denied The 1dea 1s supported by Prabhdcandra’s exposition of
the Simkhya theory that the knowledge 1s true at both the stages, viz
before sublation and after the sublation

52 Prabhdcandra’s mamn objection 1s against the reality of ex-
perience at all the stages The early Samkhyas could alleviate the objeztion
m two ways The experience 1sreal at both the levels, 1 ¢, before attaining
the discriminative knowledge and after attaing 1t Or, they may reply
that the partial knowledge reading to wrong conclusions 1s not sublated
even after attaining the complete knowledge What sublated 1s the notion
that 1t 1s the complete knowledge In this way, the experience comes to
be true at all the stages The later Sarhkhyas, however, would solve the
problem by resorting to the theory of Sadasatkhyin Anmiruddha main-
tains that the erroneous knowledge 1s real in some part but unreal 1n the
rest Viiianabhiksu would solve the problem on the ground that the
objects are real but the relation postulated by the knowiug agent 1s
unreal
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6.0 Thus, Prabhiicandra’s presentation brings mto light one of
the important Sarmkhya theories 1n epistemology which 18 not explcitly
discussed 1n the carly extant Sirhkhya texts The implication of a simlar
theory found 1n the Simk/iyakarika and the elaboration with amendment
m the later Sarhkhya texts suggest the development of the Samkhya theory
while Prabhicandra fills a gap between the earlter and the later exposi-
tion of the theory Though the criticism does not seem to be conclusive,
yet no Simkhya author has specially referred to and rephed toit.
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